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KIDS’ CAMP 2026—JULY 7-10 & 12 
 

For kids aged 4 years old and entering Grades K-6 for 
the 2026-27 school year. Kids’ Camp is Tuesday - 
Friday, 9:00am - 1:00pm with snack and lunch 
included. Kids’ Camp Sunday is July 12, 10:00am - 
1:00pm. 
6th Graders can join the drama team which meets on 
July 6th, then before and aŌer Kids’ Camp. 
RegistraƟon is available NOW. Check the Welcome 
Desk at church for registraƟon forms. 
Kids’ Camp AcƟviƟes include:   
-CraŌs     -Games, lots of games     -Cooking acƟvity 
-Fun songs & music  -Wood craŌing      -T-shirts 
-Snack and Lunch 

How long I’ve been aƩending: Around three 
months. 
AcƟviƟes I enjoyed: Studying the Bible at church 
and understanding the Bible beƩer. 
ImpacƟng moment in my faith: I started geƫng 
closer to God again about three months ago, and 
my life has changed so much for the beƩer. 
Who I’d like to thank: My family, and my 
girlfriend, for always pushing me to be closer to 
God again. 
Favorite Bible verse: John 13:7 
Future plans: AƩend Bates Technical College to 
become an Electrician. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION WALK-THRU   
Sunday, June 7th is our GraduaƟon RecogniƟon Walk-Thru. Following the church Service, the 
graduates and their family will be at a table where you can come support them and celebrate  
their accomplishments. We suggest giving a card or small giŌ with encouragement, wisdom, 
Scripture…..whatever is on your heart. Check out the Senior Spotlights in this Messenger of 
our Three (3) Shelton High School graduates for 2026. 
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Bible Studies 

Men’s Bible Study 
Men meet Thursday mornings at 9:00 AM at 
the church.  This study is led by Bill CorbeƩ. 
Please join us. 

Thursday Night Bible Study 
This study is held every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday at 7:00 pm. The study is led by 
Pastor Jeff and is open to everyone. It is 
held in the lobby of the church. Please join 
us. On summer break June-August. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Women meet Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00 AM at the 
church. The study is led by 
Lori Matlock. On summer 
break June-August. 

                        
                                June 
       Birthdays 
  
    3  Judi Woodard       17  Brinnon Stevens 
    4  Connie Miser      18  Lyn Baker 
    4  Priscilla Poole  22  Stephanie Chapman 
    5  Chuck VanderWal  22  Rachel Watkins 
    9  Gary Lynema  27  Chris Appleyard 
  11  Kathy Burleson  28  Ellie CouƩs 
  13  Jeneca Lynema  29  Nancy Wright 
  13  Pam Schlauderaff  30  Paƫ Tarrant 
  17  Renate Parker 

WORD FROM THE PASTOR 
A Pastoral SabbaƟcal 

 
The word SabbaƟcal comes from the Hebrew word "shabbat" which we translate as "sabbath." The word literally means 
rest. The Old Testament law required a day of rest, a sabbath, every seventh day. It was a day dedicated to God when the 
people were called to cease from their labors. Even the work animals were given a sabbath day.  AddiƟonally, every 
seventh year was to be a sabbath year, a year of rest. The land was to lie fallow, the Hebrew slaves were released, and 
debts were forgiven (see Lev 25:1–7, Ex 23:10–11, Dt 15). 
     In the late 19th century, the idea of providing sabbaticals for professors was popularized at Harvard and spread among 
other universities. In the mid to late 20th century, Christian denominations began advocating for pastoral sabbaticals to 
promote congregational health, reduce clergy burnout, and to increase longevity in pastorates. Shelton Presbyterian 
Church, with the encouragement of Olympia Presbytery, established a sabbatical policy 25 years ago. 
I will be taking a sabbatical from ministry at SPC from June 1 through August 30. Being able to "rest" from my labor as a 
pastor for a whole Summer is a huge privilege. I do not take it lightly. I recognize that this is a benefit that most people will 
never get to experience. I am so very appreciative of this opportunity. It is a testimony to the congregation's generosity and 
a significant contributor to why I have been your pastor now for over 26 years.  
     My goals for this sabbatical are threefold: 1) to take off the mantle of "Reverend" for 13 weeks and just be a child of God. 
Being a pastor is not the hardest job in the world, not at all, but it is a hat that you wear 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The 
sabbatical is a chance to set those responsibilities aside and rest from those labors. 2) To strengthen the relationships with 
my family. Time is the most valuable asset I have. I look forward to spending it with my loved ones. 3) To gain refreshment, 
energy, and inspiration. I will be reflecting on my calling as a pastor and planning for the next chapter at SPC.  
How can you help? Let's agree on something: You pray for me. I will pray for you. Let's agree to make the most of this 
summer. Keep coming to worship. Stay involved. Support the people who will be leading in my absence. The summer 
months can be low attendance months and low giving months. It doesn't have to be that way. Do your part to support the 
church while I am away. That would bless me tremendously. 
     Lastly, when I have taken sabbaticals in the past, there have always been some that worry I will be out looking for 
another job. This could not be further from the truth. I am not taking a sabbatical so I can leave. I'm taking one so I can 
stay. I intend to return to SPC with passion, strength, and imagination. God is not done with SPC, neither am I. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Jeff 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28  

Lay Leader Dan Dickey Cynthia Bowen-
Angevine 

Melissa Casey Nancy Ostheller  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Cohen Holzgrove 
 

Favorite youth group snack: Dairy Queen/Wendy’s aŌer 
events. 
How long I’ve been aƩending: Five years. 
AcƟviƟes I enjoy playing: Reverse Sardines and Pancake 
Sundays. 
Funny memory from youth event: Sharing a room with 
Bohden, Clyde, and Miekye, along with Sand Wrestling. 
ImpacƟng moment in my faith: Going to camp during the 
summer. It gave a new perspecƟve to my faith. 
Who I’d like to thank: My mom and dad for supporƟng 
me. Marcus for being a good leader to guide me through 
my faith. And, for the members of the church for 
believing in everyone of the youth group kids and being 
with us for each step of the journey. 
Favorite Bible verse: I Peter 4:8 “Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a mulƟtude of 
sins. 
Future plans: I will study Kinesiology at Oregon State 
University. My dream is to become a Sports Physical 
Therapist, but there are a lot of steps I need to take along 
the way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               Annora Smith 

 
Favorite youth group snack: BBQ potato chips 

How long I’ve been aƩending: Four years. 

AcƟviƟes I enjoy playing: Spoons and One Bounce 

Funny memory from youth event: Spoons of Death, but the 
spoon was bordering on the size of a ladle. 

ImpacƟng moment in my faith: The Black Diamond Camp, 
because I gained a lot of confidence and learning to be 
confident in my faith. It was impacƞul on my personal life. 

Who I’d like to thank: My parents, my sister, Tom, Rachelle, 
Marcus, the Bursch family and the Holzgrove family. 

Favorite Bible verse: Micah 6:8 

Future plans: AƩend WillameƩe University in Salem, OR, to 
study Biology. Hopefully, I can become a Chaplain at the 
local hospital and work as a lifeguard or PaƟent Care 
Technician, before moving on to Medical School. 

 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 



Shelton Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 2510 
Shelton WA 98584 

Tina VanderWal 
 
As we were geƫng ready to leave Swedish hospital, Chuck’s neurosurgeon asked us if we had any quesƟons. We asked the 
quesƟon that had been weighing on our minds, “Can Chuck fly?”  We were so afraid that due to his brain bleed the answer 
would be “no”.  Instead, the doctor smiled and said, “On an airplane, yes. But I don’t want to be on that airplane if he’s flying it 
(a comical reference to his loss of his peripheral vision).”  
     What a relief! We both felt like shouƟng hurray!  Thank you Lord! We knew it was going to be a challenge, but to be able to 
be there for our granddaughter Olivia’s high school and two-year college graduaƟon was a huge blessing! We immediately 
called our daughter with the great news and they did shout hurray! 
     As soon as we were home, we began the preparaƟons.  We bought a new wheelchair for Chuck, the old one, my mom’s, was 
around 40 pounds – too heavy for me to cart in and out of a trunk. We found a new transfer chair that was only 15 pounds.  
Chuck could now walk, but not long distances. We cancelled our accommodaƟons; we had goƩen an apartment through VRBO 
that was near our daughter because his family would be staying with them. My son-in-law informed his parents that due to the 
new circumstances, they would need to find a place to stay, since we would now be staying there. Now the problem of Chuck’s 
showering - they only had a high bathtub on the first floor. Amazon came to the rescue again.  We purchased a shower bench 
and sent it to them. (And I know that having the finances to purchase it and the wheelchair was another huge blessing.) 
     Everything worked out beauƟfully.  What we didn’t know is that we were actually there for so many added blessings - four 
graduaƟons: the two for Olivia; Elementary GraduaƟon for Adeline and Middle School graduaƟon for Violet; two La Crosse 
awards banquets – Adeline won Most Improved Player;  Violet was MVP for her team, Abe was Rookie of the year as a freshman 
on his high school varsity team, and Evan our son-in-law was Assistant Coach of the year! Woohoo! Plus, we got to spend special 
Ɵme with our family while they all pitched in to assist Chuck. 
     I’m sharing all these blessings with you because I want you to know that even during difficult Ɵmes there are always blessings 
to be found.  And someƟmes when things look impossible like flying and staying in Texas, just remember – with God all things 
are possible. 

“Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 

 


